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.HOW TO CONTACT US 

 

CLERK:  LYNDA SCRIVEN 
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ADMIN ASSISTANT:  KATE SKINNER 

 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE 

2 SCHOOL ROAD, WELLESBOURNE, CV35  9NH 
 

TEL: 01789 841434  (24 hour answerphone) 

EMAIL: clerk@wellesbournepc.com 

WEBSITE: wellesbournepc.com 
 

OFFICE OPEN FOR PERSONAL VISITS: 

MON—WED   2.00  pm — 4.30 pm 
THURS—FRI    9.15 am — 12.15 pm 

 



The work of the Parish Council Office is incredibly varied.  It  

• provides administrative support to the Council 

• is the interface between the Council and the public, either 
by letter, email, telephone or personal callers 

• notifies both Councillors and the public of forthcoming 
meetings 

• ensures that meeting papers are distributed so that the 
Council can make sound decisions 

• produces minutes from Council meetings and 
implements the Council's decisions 

• oversees the Council expenditure and keeps accurate 
financial records including yearly accounts for audit 

• acts as a representative of the Council. 

So if you need information or a chat about a village issue we 
are happy to provide assistance and if we aren’t able to give 
you the answer immediately, we will find someone who can.



Introduction 

The Annual Parish Meeting is a meeting hosted by the 
Parish Council for all members of the Parish. It is not a 
Parish Council meeting and the rules governing usual 
meetings do not apply. However, at this meeting, the 
rules of decent behaviour towards each other will still be 
expected. The meeting gives you, the residents, the 
opportunity to raise any matter of relevance to the 
parish. 

At this meeting the Parish Council gives a report of its 
activities for the last year. This is the final written report 
of this Council as the entire Council is up for reelection 
in May 2019. The last four years have been busy, and 
we have achieved much. There are still things to be 
done and these will move to the new council. 

During the year we have coopted two new councillors; 
Cllr. Mrs. Paige-Stimson and Cllr. Storey. 

The new committee structure established last year is 
working well and better reflects the work of the council. 

A topic that has been much in the minds of residents in 
the villages is that of policing. You will see from the 
agenda, that we have the Police and Crime 
Commissioner, Mr. Philip Seccombe as our speaker 
along with Sgt Ryan from the Safer Neighbourhood 
Team as well as Pauline Hadley from CrimeStoppers. 
This is your opportunity to raise the concerns you have 
and obtain a response directly from those responsible. 

 



The school will be open from 7pm when you can get a 
cup of tea and look at displays from organisations that 
receive Parish Council grants. The meeting proper will 
begin at 7.30pm and will be completed by about 9pm. 

We hope to see you there. 

 

 
 
 

 
Cllr. Anne Prior 
Chairman, Wellesbourne and Walton Parish Council 



District Councillor Report – Wellesbourne East 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The last twelve months have been particularly busy 
across Wellesbourne and Walton, with matters relating 
to planning, developments, housing, road safety and 
traffic continuing to dominate the agenda.   

From a planning perspective we are now seeing the 
benefits of having the Core Strategy in place, together 
with a continuing five-year housing supply, which means 
that we can currently stop any further large-scale 
development in the village which has not been 
approved.   

The adoption of the Neighbourhood Development Plan 
is a significant milestone for the village and I was 
particularly pleased to see so much enthusiasm for the 
Referendum which resulted in an overwhelming 93.33% 
Yes from 1611 votes.  Special thanks are extended to 
John Hargis who chaired the Steering Committee 
together with the hard work from the Parish Council and 
fellow steering group members. 



I am pleased to report that proposals for an Eastern 
Relief Road were voted down at Full Council and not 
included in the Stratford Area Transport Strategy, which 
followed considerable consultation and lobbying activity 
with fellow councillors, in view of the impact such a large 
infrastructure project would have on Wellesbourne.  The 
conception of an Eastern Relief Road which would link 
Wellesbourne to Stratford would inevitably require 
further development to pay for it, and evidence 
suggested there would be negligible benefits to the 
highway network.   

Construction of the new medical centre is nearing 
completion as I write this report and further development 
of the Wellesbourne Sports & Community Centre will 
bring much needed new facilities to the village.   

Wellesbourne Airfield continues to be high on the 
agenda at Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SDC) and 
much work has been undertaken by Cabinet members to 
protect the existing business interests. Since the court 
ruling in the summer SDC has begun a process of 
compulsory purchase to acquire the airfield to safeguard 
its long-term future. The move reinforces the authority’s 
determination to uphold its adopted Core Strategy, which 
stipulates that flying functions at the airfield should be 
retained and enhanced. 

SDC and Warwickshire County Council have also been 
involved in plans for an innovative £multi-million 
research centre at Warwick University’s Wellesbourne 
Campus for the development of driverless electric cars. 
The centre at Wellesbourne will generate local jobs  



through the creation of state-of-the-art electric vehicle 
platforms and integrated driverless capability to support 
the smart cities of the future. 

It’s been another busy year on the county front and 
whilst I am responsible for an enlarged division which 
stretches to Snitterfield and Bearley, Wellesbourne 
continues to play a major part in my role.  Organisations 
in Wellesbourne continue to benefit from my community 
grants budget and Wellesbourne Wanderers has 
recently received £750 towards their girls’ and boys’ 
team football kits. 

Road Safety continues to be a key focus and sadly there 
have been a catalogue of tragic accidents in Newbold 
Pacey involving cars travelling from the Wellesbourne 
direction.  I continue to work in close contact with the 
highways team at WCC to implement increased road 
safety signage measures and additional ‘cats eyes’ on 
the Newbold Road approaching Newbold Pacey from 
both Wellesbourne and the Crematorium end.  

Adult Social Care and Health is an important area of 
interest to me as I sit on the ASCH Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee and I have been busy as a member 
of a task and finish group looking into the provision of 
GP services across the county. Whilst South 
Warwickshire is better catered for in this respect, the 
doctors’ services will continue to be stretched and are 
being impacted by missed appointments and 
unnecessary visits to surgeries for minor ailments which 
can routinely be handled by the local pharmacy. 



Warwickshire County Council is encouraging both 
individuals and organisations to become Dementia 
Friendly and the work which is being carried out in 
Wellesbourne to become a dementia friendly village is to 
be applauded.  To find out more about becoming a 
dementia friend, please visit www.dementiafriends.org.uk 

As chairman of the Wellesbourne & Kineton Community 
Forum I have welcomed the input from the Wellesbourne 
Safer Neighbourhood Team who report on the police 
activity in and around the villages, in terms of crime, 
traffic issues and anti-social behaviour.  The Forum 
continues to meet twice a year and members of the 
public are very welcome to attend, contribute to the 
discussions and debate topics of local interest including 
crime, traffic and transport, education and health 
services.  

Finally, if you require help resolving a council related 
matter I am always happy to provide assistance where 
possible, so please don’t hesitate to contact me by 
phone 07917 117737 or via email anne@anne-
parry.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

 
Cllr. Anne Parry 



District Councillor Report – Wellesbourne West 
It has been another very busy year as your District 
Councillor. I have continued to work closely with 
colleagues on a variety of different projects across the 
village. I continue to serve as a Trustee of Wellesbourne 
Sports and Community Centre, where I am delighted to 
report that Phase two of the project (to move upstairs in 
the building) is well underway and due for completion 
this April.  

I am also still involved as the Parish Council’s 
representative on both the St. Peter’s Youth Service and 
as a Trustee of Chedham's Yard. Both organisations are 
doing well and continue to provide an invaluable service 
to Wellesbourne.  

Currently the Youth Service is looking to extend its 
provision with an outreach program that will aim to 
provide further support for young people around the 
village. It has also been fortunate to gain the addition of 
a fantastic new youth worker, Tony Horton and a new 
Vicar, Greg Bartlem who have between them breathed 
fresh life into the operation. Chedham’s Yard also 
continues to provide cultural depth to our community. It 
has put on a packed calendar of events this year and 
has plans for more in 2019.  As ever, though, new 
volunteers would be very gratefully welcomed by both 
the Youth Service and Chedham's Yard.   

 



Wellesbourne Airfield has continued to operate under the 
threat of closure this year, but a positive outcome is on 
the horizon. Stratford District Council has taken steps to 
negotiate with the current owners to purchase the 
airfield, thus protect it for future generations and prevent 
it being developed for housing. Should these talks fail, I 
can report that the District Council are prepared to use 
Compulsory Purchase Order powers. A positive outcome 
for the village is expected by the end of March.  

Overall, then it has been a busy year, but a positive one.  

 
                       
 
 

Cllr. Danny Kendall 



Highways, Environment and Emergency Committee 
In May 2019 the Highways, Environment and 
Emergency Committee will be two years old, replacing 
the previous Amenities and Highways Committee. 

Its main areas of responsibility are:- 
• Monitoring the condition of footpaths, footways, roads, 

water courses, road signs and street furniture. 
Problems that cannot be dealt with locally are reported 
to the relevant authorities for their attention. 

• Making arrangements for litter collection on the council 
owned play areas, graffiti removal where possible, and 
liaising with other authorities regarding issues that 
affect the village such as anti social behaviour. 

• Producing the Parish Council Emergency Plan and 
liaising with the Environment Agency, Coventry & 
Warwickshire Flood advisory group and other relevant 
emergency authorities.  

The Clerk administrates the invaluable Lengthsman 
Scheme on behalf of five local Parishes including 
Wellesbourne & Walton, financed by a grant from 
Warwickshire County Council. This permits him to 
undertake work on County Council owned land on behalf 
of the County Council.  Work carried out by the 
Lengthsman this year has included vegetation 
clearance, installation of bollards, cleaning of the 
underpass, gullies, road signs and graffiti removal. 

For the other parishes he has installed a new kissing 
gate, painted phone boxes, cleaning and treating 
benches, green lane maintenance and installation of dog 
bins. 



There are ongoing problems of anti-social behaviour and 
the committee continue to work with other local 
authorities to resolve these matters. A new CCTV 
camera is to be installed overlooking the underpass, 
Mountford sports field and the cul de sac.  

Dog fouling is still a problem and more waste bins are to 
be installed on Ettington Park and The Grange. There is 
now a Dog Enforcement Technician at Stratford District 
Council and incidents of fouling may be referred to him 
directly. 

The committee continues to work with The Police in 
many matters. 

Increased traffic and road speeds in the village are of 
concern and the committee considered installation of a 
VAS (vehicle activated sign) but the cost of installation 
and maintenance imposed by County Highways was 
prohibitive. Regrettably the Parish Council is unable to 
generate sufficient funds without a substantial increase 
in the precept for Residents. The committee continues to 
press for better signage throughout the village, 
particularly around the Distribution Park as many HGVs 
miss the site then turn around in Loxley Road, 
Dovehouse Drive or Sainsburys car park! 

School traffic continues to cause frustration for residents 
and the Council is considering a school drop off area on 
land off the Newbold Road.  

The Committee received complaints regarding noise 
emanating from the Distribution Park at unsociable 
hours but the Park responded well in efforts to curtail the  



vehicle movement noise which was much appreciated. 
The permitted trading hours established when the 
Distribution Park was created, were reinforced by 
Stratford District Council Enforcement Team. 

The Council is aware of residents’ concerns about the 
road layout by Sainsburys to the traffic island. The bus 
stop aligned with the bollards in the centre of Loxley 
Road, early closure of the waste site gates and vehicles 
turning out of Sainsburys entrance and Dovehouse Drive 
all make this a difficult and dangerous section of road. 
The County Council assures us that this layout accords 
with highway regulations but the committee continues to 
monitor the possibility of serious accidents in this area. 

Bus service changes have caused unnecessary 
disruption for residents and the committee are in contact 
with Stagecoach to get clarity and continuity of service.  

Environmental issues remain an important subject. 
Footpaths have been maintained and river levels 
monitored. The Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems 
(SUDs) linked to new building sites whilst 
environmentally friendly give some concern regarding 
lying water and where they drain into river or streams. 
These SUDs are being monitored by Stratford District 
Council planning enforcement team. The committee are 
pursuing safety protection devices at some of the deeper 
pools. The Parish Council raised concerns in respect of 
the possible HGV movements from Wasperton gravel 
extraction site but were assured by the Planning Officer 
that there was no plan to route HGVs to Wellesbourne. 
The completed and adopted Neighbourhood Plan must  



be the guiding source for the village until it expires in 
2031. 

The Conservation Working Group is now under the 
Chairmanship of Mr John Hargis who was the driving 
force in the production of the Neighbourhood Plan and 
the committee look forward to some good ideas and 
actions going forward to preserve our heritage for future 
generations. 

A Flood Action Group has been formed in the village by 
residents concerned about future flooding. They are 
guided by the National Flood Forum and examine the 
latest thinking on flood prevention for the benefit of the 
whole village. A Parish Councillor has joined the group 
and will report back to the Council as necessary. The 
committee continue to monitor river levels and in the 
event of an emergency would implement the Council’s 
Emergency Plan which the Council has recently 
completely revised. 

Cllr. Robin Barritt 
Vice Chairman, Highways, Environment & 
Emergency Committee 



Planning 

The most significant development for the Parish is the 
final approval of our Neighbourhood Plan. This 
occurred in December 2018.  

The referendum in October was exciting. As you are 
probably aware, the turnout was 34.09% of those who 
were eligible to vote; an excellent turn out, and the final 
vote was: 

Yes 1611, No 115 – a 93.33% vote in favour of the 
plan. 

Having this plan in place makes our responses to 
planning applications that much stronger as the 
document carries legal weight. We were very grateful 
to everyone who helped with the Neighbourhood Plan 
and to all of you who voted in the referendum. 

The future of the allotments is still unclear, but the 
Parish Council was successful in having them declared 
a Community Asset. This means that they cannot be 
sold without the allotment association being able to 
make an offer for them. It does not mean that their offer 
must be accepted but it does give them the opportunity 
to show their interest.  

Once again there have been lots of planning 
applications made in the parish but with the exception 
of the application for the development of the Willet 
House site and an application to extend The Grange 
development, they have all been individual 
applications. The Council opposed both the Willett 



House development and that of the extension for The 
Grange. We have heard nothing of either application 
since and await the production of further plans. 

As I said last year, we do need to be vigilant about 
planning as our status as a main rural centre (MRC) 
does leave us open to extra allocation of potential 
building if Stratford District Council must make more 
provision in the coming years. 

Cllr. Anne Prior 



Finance Committee 

Looking back over the past 12 months, I am pleased to 
be able to say that the external auditors gave the council 
a clean bill of health in the audit – well done to the RFO 
and Parish Clerk. In addition the internal auditor 
expressed very positive comments about the council. 

I am pleased to report that the Council has now received 
the various moneys relating to Dog Close, the Village 
Hall and Car Park and the land off Newbold Road.  As 
reported last year, some of the moneys in question are 
ring fenced under the planning documentation for use at 
the WSCC, we will have more discretion in relation to 
the other moneys although they should be used for work 
on the land covered by the three leases. While no firm 
decisions have been made, and various options are 
under consideration, there will be difficult choices in 
setting priorities as to the works required given the 
limited funds involved. Indeed some costs will need to 
be borne from the Councils own funds e.g. the additional 
grass cutting required. 

When agreeing the budget for 2019/20, the Finance 
Committee had to make some difficult choices, including 
in respect of the grant applications, given the balance 
between our own increasing costs, existing contracts 
with external parties (e.g. litter picking, grass cutting, 
etc) coming to an end shortly and with a likelihood of an 
increased cost going forward and the increased 
responsibilities being taken on (e.g. the Land at Dog 
Close, the Village Hall and Car Park and the  



Newbold Road land). We have however tried to keep 
the increase down to as low a level as possible. 

The Finance Committee does not just keep an eye on 
the finances, we have also reviewed the insurance 
cover, asset register and the risk register to ensure they 
are all fully up to date.  

Overall while we still need to keep a close eye on the 
Council’s financial position and there will no doubt be 
further challenges in 2019/20 it believed that these are 
manageable.  

Cllr. Alan Shepherd 
Chairman, Finance Committee 



Community Facilities Committee 

This is one of the new committees. Its role is look after 
all the facilities that the council either owns or leases 
from other bodies. It is responsible for: 

• the play areas on the Mountford Field and the 
Dovehouse 

• maintaining trees and hedges and the regular grass 
cutting of council owned land 

• managing the Council Handyman 
• liaising with the Sports Association, Wellesbourne 

Sports and Community Centre Trustees and 
Chedham’s Yard Trustees who lease Parish land and 
ensuring that they meet the terms of their leases 

• benches, paved areas on parish land and notice 
boards 

The new leased areas also come under this committee. 
The lease on the Newbold Road parcel of land is 
completed. The Parish Council has a 125-year lease. 
We have had a flood assessment carried out on the land 
in preparation for any planning application for change of 
use. 

By the time you read this report, the lease on the village 
hall, car park and old youth hut will be completed. It was 
held up under a legal technicality by Stratford District 
Council as it is a designated Community Asset. We will 
be looking at the management of the village hall, the 
work that needs to be done on the carpark and what can 
be done with the youth hut.



At the time of writing, the lease for Dog Close is not 
complete. This is obviously complicated as the medical 
centre is still under construction and the Parish Council 
wants to see the land restored and the management of 
the drainage system completed.

This year the Christmas Lights were extended down 
Bridge Street and further up Warwick Road and 
Charlecote Road as well as the tree outside the library.  
The Christmas Light Switch On event was very well 
attended and was an excellent evening. 

As you can see, the remit for the committee is large and 
expanding and interesting. 

Cllr. Anne Prior 
Chairman, Community Facilities Committee

 



Office and Staffing Committee  
The committee exists to oil the wheels of the Council,  and much 
of what it undertakes is routine. Examples would include 
approving the purchase of new office equipment, and monitoring 
staff's take-up of their leave allowance.  
The main changes the committee has overseen this year have 
been electronic: the move to a new and more secure storage 
system for our documents, and the introduction of councillor         
e-mail addresses. 
Reorganisation of the office layout has made it a more satisfactory 
place to work. 
You are perhaps not very likely to attend the committee's 
meetings - though you would be welcome - but you can be 
confident that in the background necessary work is being done to 
keep the council's essential administration running smoothly. 
Cllr. Rosalind Bolton       
Chairman, Office and Staffing Committee 
 

Index of Shops and Amenities working party report 

2018 was an "Index year" and once again the Council have been 
able to produce this detailed guide without cost to the council-tax 
payer and have it distributed to all houses in Wellesbourne and 
Walton.  

The content is collected by councillors, the costs met by the 
support of advertisers, the distribution achieved by councillors, 
augmented by the efforts of many volunteers. We are very grateful 
to everyone involved, and especially to Mrs Skinner, who has 
overseen and managed the whole process.  

The Index is produced every two years so work will begin on the 
2020 edition later this year, and any information about new or 
altered entries will be gratefully received in the Council office. 

Cllr. Rosalind Bolton  
Chairman of working party 



Neighbourhood Plan 
2018 saw the successful conclusion of the Wellesbourne and 
Walton Neighbourhood Plan!  This represented the culmination 
of almost 5 years work by a team that numbered 25 residents 
and Councillors at various stages over this period in support of 
developing the 14 land use policies that were eventually 
agreed.  These policies are now included within the Stratford 
District Development Plan and will be used when considering 
any planning applications associated with our Parish.  A copy of 
the final report of the Neighbourhood Plan, including the 
policies, can be found on the Parish Council website.    

The key achievement during the year was the resounding vote 
in favour of supporting the Plan at the Parish-wide Referendum 
held in October.  Ahead of the Referendum there was a 
comprehensive advertising campaign which included leaflet 
drops, poster and banner displays, press articles, e-mail 
communications and open forum sessions all of which 
contributed towards raising awareness of the importance to 
vote.  In the event, 1726 residents took part in the vote, which 
represented an excellent 34.1% turnout of residents, with 93.1% 
voting for acceptance. This is amongst the best outcome of any 
Neighbourhood Plan that has been held throughout the country 
so far! 

The Neighbourhood Plan process only permitted the 
development of policies that involved land use.  However, in the 
various stages of consultation that took place during the 
preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan, many issues were 
raised that could not be taken into consideration as they did not 
relate to land use.  These additional points have now been 
collated into a report for separate consideration by the Parish 
Council and possible action as part of initiatives that may take 
place at some stage in the future.  

John Hargis 
Chair, Neighbourhood Plan Committee  



Wellesbourne and Walton Parish Council Website 
The Parish Council website, wellesbournepc.com, 
averaged 108 visits and 246 page views each week during 
2018. The most popular pages viewed were council 
meetings, news, council members and old Wellesbourne. 

The website is regularly updated with agendas and 
minutes from Council meetings, reports from Council 
committees, news of local events and lots of links to local 
services, from health and education to transport and 
emergency planning. 

The website also includes a copy of the Neighbourhood 
Plan and an online version of the current Index of Shops 
and Amenities, with listings of all the shops, businesses, 
services and local organisations that appear in the Index, 
together with live links to their websites where these are 
available. Thanks are due to Barry Saunders for managing 
the hosting and ongoing development of the website.      

The Council also has an official Facebook page, which is 
regularly updated with news and photos by the Chairman.  

Please visit the website and Facebook page and let the 
Parish Clerk have feedback or ideas for contributions.   

Kate Skinner 
Admin Assistant 

 



Boyse Foundation 
The Reverend Richard Boyse Foundation is a charity 
that supports the education (in its broadest sense) of 
children and young people resident in Wellesbourne.  

The trustees make modest grants to children and young 
people up to age 21 in continuous full time education. 
This aids them to buy books, further their studies and 
anything else that could secure a rounded education. 
Grants are unlikely to exceed a total of £250 per person 
throughout their education.  

If you think the Boyse Trust could help you or someone 
you know, please apply in the first instance to Ros 
Jarrett, the administrator at the Church Office, on 01789 
841359 or st.p.wellesbourne@gmail.com  

An application form will be sent out to you and the 
trustees will consider the request and how they may be 
able to assist. Only residents of Wellesbourne are able 
to be considered. 

Cllr. Val Bartlett  



Annual Parish Meeting 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 7.30pm on 12th March 2019 
at Wellesbourne CE School 

 
ORDER OF AGENDA 

 
Welcome by Council Chairman, Cllr Anne Prior 

 
1. Apologies for Absence 
2. Confirmation of the minutes of the 2018 meeting 

and any matters arising 
3. Guest Speakers:                                                             
  Police & Crime Commissioner, Mr Philip Seccombe  
  Sgt Simon Ryan, Safer Neighbourhood Team    
  Pauline Hadley, Regional Manager for the charity  
  Crimestoppers 
4. Parish Council report                                                
  Questions to Councillors on the report 
5. Any matters which may be raised by an elector of 

the Parish 
 
 
 
 

Cover photo by Dick Prior 


